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President: 
Mike Lane 

978-304-3600 
 

Vice President 
Karl Renney 

781-639-0638 
 

Treasurer 
Doug Trees 

978-922-0776 
 

Secretary 
Steve Uhl 

781-631-4430 
 

Social Chair 
Tom Despres 
781-631-8158 

 
Scorer  

Pete Kaznoski 
781-596-4594 

Fall Party 
First, and most importantly, Bruce Bolen is hosting our fall party and awards 
ceremony; this event will be Nov 19th – a flyer is enclosed.   Tape it to your 
refrigerator and be sure to be there!   We’ ll recognize numerous Fleet 5 sailors at 
the party.   One of our perpetual awards is for “Outstanding Crew” .  If you have any 
nominations, please forward them to Fleet Captain M ike Lane.    
 
Season Recap 
We have tried some new things this year: Roving Post Race Socials, 
Measurement &  Tuning Clinic, etc. with good success. We have continued the 
annual Spr ing Organizational Meeting and to send out Race Wraps every week. 
We plan to continue these next year.  Over the summer we have several great 
parties.  Special thanks to Jane and John Casler  for hosting the 4th of July party, 
and to Barbara and Kent Hallawell for hosting the Labor Day party.   
 
Regatta Planning 
In 2006, we have the East Coast Championships in Marblehead and the National 
Championships in Rockport. Please plan to attend, we are lucky to have such great 
racing opportunities right on our doorstep! Attending championship regattas are a 
great way to improve your skills quickly, make friends from all over the Rhodes 
universe and they are a blast!  Fleet 5 will be hosting the East Coast Championships 
and we need your help to pull it off!   We are looking for help with all phases of the 
regatta. If you can volunteer, please contact Mike Lane (978-304-3600 or 
mlane@katandmike.com). 
 
Fleet 5 Vests!  
Congratulations to Doug Trees, J.P. Zonnenberg and Matt Adam. They have all 
won one of our new Fleet Five fleece vests. The sharp looking navy blue vests with 
our Fleet Five R-19 logo have been great door prizes at this season’s social events.  
Tom Despres has ordered several navy blue fleece vests with the Rhodes 19 logo 
and has them available for purchase for $28 each. If you are interested, please 
contact Tom at tomdespres@comcast.net or 781-631-8158. If there is enough 
interest, we can also order other types of gear: hats, shirts, etc. 
 
Katrina… 
As many of you know, Hurricane Katrina devastated both the New Orleans fleet 
and the Fairhope, Alabama fleet.  The Nationals scheduled for October in Fairhope 
were cancelled.  Fortunately, all of our fellow sailors evacuated successfully, most 
with their boats in tow, but it will undoubtedly be a long rebuilding process.  Fleet 5 
has made a donation, with surplus funds left over from our 2003 Nationals, of 
$1000 to the two fleets to help them rebuild.  In addition, individual donations are 
welcome and several hundred dollars have already been received.  If you would like 
to donate, send contributions payable to R19 Fleet 5 to Doug Trees, 557 Bay Road, 
Hamilton, MA 01936; we will send these along to our southern friends with a note 
recording the Fleet 5 and individual member contributions. 
 
National News 
The Annual Meeting has been scheduled for 3PM, Saturday November  5th at 
Hingham Yacht Club.  Please plan to attend – or if you cannot, please be sure to 
return the proxy form that you will receive in the mail shortly. 
 
 

Continued on next page 

 
Upcoming  

Events 
 

Nov 5th 
National Class Association 
annual meeting; 3pm at 
Hingham Yacht Club 
 
Nov 19th 
Fleet 5 Party and Awards at 
Bruce Bolen’s Home 
 
We regularly email updates 
and Race Wraps to the fleet.  
To get on or off the 
distribution list, contact 
Mike Lane 978-304-3600 or 
mlane@katandmike.com 

 
Racer ’s Resource 

Board 
 
Waterline Systems, Inc. in 
Bristol, RI provides a 
complete range of go-fast 
services, including ribs, 
bottoms and keels.  Call at 
401-254-0690 
 
Etchells sailor Pat Stadel 
operates Marblehead 
Rigging, and specializes in 
fast turn-around on rigging 
jobs.  If you need rigging 
work, give her a call at either 
781-631-2642. 
 
Contact Doyle Sails at 781-
639-1490 for fast Rhodes 19 
sails and excellent service. 
 
www.sailortailor.com for 
boat covers, rudder bags and 
any other marine stitching 
need. 
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Keels 
This past June, the Rhodes 19 class Technical Committee issued Rules Interpretation #6. This effectively renders illegal 
any keel that was faired by Winthrop Marine. Specifically, the interpretation stipulates: 
1)       Philip Rhodes’ Drawing #5089, of Contract #508, is hereby designated as the plan of the keel, for the purposes of 

Article XV RB 15:02. 
2)       Furthermore, in accordance with that drawing:  

a)       Between points TE1 and TE2 no keel shall be less than ¼” thick at any point 3/8” forward of the trailing edge. 
b)       In the area between the two lines LE1—TE1 and LE2—TE2 no keel shall be less than 1” thick at any point 11” 

forward of the trailing edge. 
c)       No keel shall be less than 5 7/8” thick at the widest point of the bulb. 
See the class rules for more details: http://rulesoftherhodes.org/Rulebook.pdf 

With the 2006 East Coast Championships being held here in Marblehead and the 2006 National Championships being 
held in Rockport, it is critical that all Marblehead boats be in compliance with the class rules. Those boats not in 
compliance may not be eligible to participate in the 2006 MRA racing season.  We are currently working to determine the 
best way to modify the keel to be compliant and to tighten the rule to insure that we do not have something like this pop up 
again.  A discussion draft is posted on the Fleet 5 website (www.r19fleet5.org).  In the meantime, if you believe that you 
may be affected by this issue, please contact Mike Lane (978-304-3600 or mlane@katandmike.com) for more information 
 
Article 
Finally, we’ve included in this issue a short article on local Marblehead conditions, stolen shamelessly from the web site of the recent 
Sonar North Americans held here in Marblehead.  It is a nice tutorial for sailing in Marblehead in August, and I for one will add it to 
my list of ‘cheat sheets’  to try to figure out how to sail faster! 
 
 

Results Summary - 2005 
 
 
Spring Series - Final (3 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  2.25 1 
M. Lane 3038  11.00 2 
S. Uhl 2585  12.00 3 
 

Twilight 1st Series - Final (7 Races sailed) 
Name Boat # Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  17.25 1 
E. Colsman 2561  17.75 2 
S. Braese 1683  20.50 3 
 

Twilight 2ndSeries - Final (6 races sailed) 
 Boat # Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  10.50 1 
T. Despres 1429  21.00 2 
R. Ferro 3021  21.50 3 
 

Twilight Series - Overall (13 races sailed) 
 Boat # Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  27.75 1 
E. Colsman 2561  40.75 2 
T. Despres 1429  45.00 3 
 

MRA 1st Series - Final (11 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  11.50 1 
S. Uhl 2585  35.00 2 
M. Lane 3038  50.00 3 
 

MRA 2nd Series - Final (9 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  28.00 1 
B&R Heffernan 2692  37.00 2 
J&P Zonnenberg 3299  50.00 3 
* Tie breaker applied - best score (RRS A8.1) 
 

 
 
 

Continued
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MRA Overall - Final (20 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  39.50 1 
S. Uhl 2585  89.57 2 
B&R Heffernan 2692  95.75 3 

 
Race Week 
Name Boat # Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982 24 1 
B&R Heffernan 2692 29 2 
K. Cormier, S. Warrick 1994 35 3 
Alex & Conway Felton 1699 40 4 
Norm/Jon Cressy, Charlie Pendleton 2566 44 5 

 
Labor Day Regatta - Final (4 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
B&R Heffernan 2692  7.75 1 
K&C Pandapas 982  10.50 2 
S. Uhl 2585  16.00 3 
 

Fall Series - Final (2 races sailed) 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
S. Uhl 2585  1.50 1 
T. Despres 1429  5.00 2 
M. Lane 3038  5.00 2 
 

Season Overall 
Name Boat #  Points Finish 
K&C Pandapas 982  116.25 1 
S. Uhl 2585  231.07 2 
B&R Heffernan 2692  241.25 3 
M. Lane 3038  284.46 4 
S. Braese 
 

Notice Board 
 
Andrew Bur ton is 
interested in 
crewing; you can 

reach him at 
afburton@comcast.net 
 
Dana Parr is (781-639-1963, 
doctordana@earthlink.net) – 
Has sailing but not a lot of 
racing experience.  Willing to 
learn.  
 
Joan Wheeler  
(jodee50@aol.com) is looking 
for crew. 
 
Bill Iacuessa 
(Bill_Iacuessa@islux.lu) is in 
the market for some lightly 
used sails (main & jib). 
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Local Marblehead Conditions 
By Bob McCann,  
1964 & 1965 Sears Cup Winning Crew 
 
Winds 
During the month of August, the Marblehead area is usually under the influence of a light (5-10 knots) southeasterly sea breeze. In the 
late afternoon, this breeze will follow the sun to the south, eventually coming from 180ë to 210ë. The thermal heating of the land during 
the morning and early afternoon creates the sea breeze. Often in the early morning, there is little or no wind. Until the sun has had time 
to heat up the land, the thermal effect and resulting sea breeze do not come into play. 
 
It is often said that Marblehead is subject to a prevailing southwest breeze. However, in the early morning, prior to the thermal effect 
taking place off Marblehead, the city of Boston (southwest of Marblehead) heats up enough to block the prevailing southwest breeze. 
Any southwesterly is typically diminished by 9:00 a.m. The only exception is when the southwesterly breeze is strong and the sun is 
blocked by enough haze to allow the southwest breeze to continue through the day. This is an unusual situation and only occurs 
approximately three or four days in August. 
 
Should the conditions allow the prevailing southwesterly to continue throughout the day, you might expect it to back towards the east, 
slightly, as the land heats during the day. A backing from approximately 210ë to 180ë is not unusual. As the land cools off later in the 
day, the southwesterly will again come in from approximately 210ë. 
Assuming that the southwesterly breeze is not able to reach the Marblehead shore, typically between 11:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., the sea 
breeze will be generated by the thermal effect. The general direction of the sea breeze is 165ë. Approximately half the time, the sea 
breeze will back during the early afternoon, to approximately 150ë - 160ë. As the afternoon goes on and the city of Boston cools down, 
the breeze will begin to clock to the right, eventually settling, in the late afternoon, in a general southerly-southwesterly direction 
(showing the effect of the prevailing southwesterly breeze). 
 
There are two other wind conditions which, though not generally prevalent in August, should be mentioned. In the event that a cold 
front comes through, resulting in dryer, cooler air, you may expect to see a north-northwesterly breeze. This breeze typically lasts for 2-
3 days. On the first day following the cold front, the northwesterly breeze can be quite strong (up to 20 knots). The breeze will oscillate 
between 285ë and 335ë. The oscillations are generally 4-6 minutes apart in time, and depending on the location of the cold front and 
velocity of the breeze, may be predicted. In order to predict the timing and direction of the oscillations, you should spend some time 
prior to the start taking numerous wind directions and checking the timing between each and every change of direction. With enough 
attention, you will be able to predict the wind shifts to your advantage. In addition, while you are checking the wind shifts prior to the 
start, you should observe the water coming off the land. By watching closely, you will be able to pick up the velocity and directional 
changes on the water.  Depending on the strength of the cold front, the northwest breeze will last either 2 or 3 days. On the second or 
third day, the northwesterly will typically continue until early afternoon at which time the heating up of the land will cause it to die and 
the sea breeze to fill in. During the transition, it is not uncommon to sea the northwest breeze blowing off-shore with the sea breeze 
blowing onshore, resulting in approximately 100 yards of flat calm between the two breezes. The sea breeze will typically take over as 
the day goes on. 
 
Occasionally (though extremely rare in the month of August) a storm system will pass offshore resulting in a northeasterly breeze with 
2 or 3 days of rain. In this situation, you may expect that the winds will blow out of the northeast at approximately 20-30 knots. If such 
a storm should come in during the series, you may expect fairly high seas with very steady winds. 
 
Currents 
The Marblehead area is subject to extremely tricky current patterns. In general, close inshore, the currents run directly in and out of 
Salem Harbor (past Cat Island towards Halfway Rock). This flow is in general northerly (flood)/southerly (ebb) direction. 
Further offshore, the currents are more generally affected by the direction of the flow between Boston Harbor and Gloucester. These 
currents, near Halfway Rock and further out, flow in a general westerly (flood)/easterly (ebb) direction. 
In between these two currents are numerous areas where the tides are somewhat unpredictable. Your best bet is to note the direction 
and strength of the current on the lobster pots where you are sailing. The currents inshore, near Satan’s Rock and the Gooseberries, are 
generally lighter than the currents in the Open Bay area, which may run as strong as 2.5 to 3.5 knots. The strong currents are generated 
by a rise and fall in the tide of approximately 9 feet. 
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